
Mind Mapping

Word Clouds

Gives students freedom 
to be creative in 

developing keywords

Many options: Pre-drawn 
map, blank sheets of 

paper, online tools such 
as MindMup.

 Hints at the day’s lesson

 Sparks questions related to the words

Can be descriptive of the library and 
its services

Can be turned into a hover map

Creating a Colorful 
Classroom: More Ideas

Liz Johns | emjohns@vcu.edu

Multimedia

Text
can be on 

screen, 
downloadable, 

or narration

Images
can be 

animation, 
video, or 
graphics 

Students need learning tools that include text, images 

and sound, and are visually engaging.
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Recommended Readings

Venn Diagrams: PowerPoint,
Lucid Chart

Infographics: Piktochart, Infogr.am, 
Prezi, PowerPoint

Hover maps: SnagIt

Flow charts: Prezi, PowerPoint,
Lucid Chart

Mind mapping: MindMup, 
PowerPoint, other Microsoft
Office tools

Word clouds: Wordle
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--Pharmaceutical 
companies

--Patient care

How have the 
marketing 
techniques 
used by 
pharmaceutical 
companies 
changed 
patient care in 
the past 
decade?

How did the 
marketing 
techniques 
used by Bayer  
HealthCare 
affected 
heart patient 
care in 
Germany last 
year?

Simple PowerPoint 

Graphics

 Flexible, dynamic

 Easy to create

Can be turned into an 
interactive activity

Finding the Right Balance in Your Research Topic
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