
Vocabulary 3 Project 1 ~ Your major/masters 

Your first project for this class will focus on expanding your own academic vocabulary that is 
specific to your field of study.  Every field of study has its own common vocabulary. The 

objectives for this project are to enhance your own academic vocabulary knowledge, and to 
identify common roots, suffixes, and prefixes used in your major or your masters. 

 
Due Dates: (to be turned in) 

Monday, June 3, 2012 ~ A list of 20 new academic words and their definitions specific to 
your future field of study. 

How to get started: 

1. Watch this video for instructions:  tinyurl.com/llev5oc 
2. Most fields may have online dictionaries and encyclopedias that can help you.  Try using 

the Research Subject Guides: guides.library.vcu.edu/home. 
o Look for a category that matches your major or masters, and pick a guide. 
o Most guides have a tab for “Books” or “Reference” materials.  Look for those tabs 

to find dictionaries and encyclopedias.  Some books will be online, but some 
will be in print and you will have to come to the library to use them.  You can 
browse the books or online resources to find new words and their definitions. 
 

3. Still having trouble?  Stop by the Ask Us desk on the first floor of the library to get help.  
Librarians can help you find the right kind of books and online sources to help you 
identify new vocabulary words.  Bring this assignment with you. 

~~~ 

Wednesday, June 5, 2012 ~ A list of all prefixes, suffixes, and roots found in your 
vocabulary list along with their meanings. 

How do I find these? 

Some dictionaries will have this information, but your best bet is a website that has information 
about word parts.  Try using PrefixSuffix.com, which has a list of commonly used roots, prefixes 
and suffixes.   If you can’t find what you need in the chart, try the database, where you can 
search for a specific part of the word to get its meaning. 

Chart:  prefixsuffix.com/rootchart.php 

Database:  tinyurl.com/rootsearch 

  

http://guides.library.vcu.edu/home


Vocabulary 3 Project 1 ~ Your major/masters 

 
Monday, June 10, 2012 ~ 20 sentences using at least one vocabulary word in each 
sentence. 

Good luck – you should already have everything you need! 

~~~ 

Wednesday, June 12, 2012 ~ A 5-7 minute presentation about your field.  I will elaborate 
on this part of the project when I return. 

Tips for your presentation: 

1. Go to the Library Guide for International Students:  
guides.library.vcu.edu/internationalstudents and click on Oral Communication. 

2. Explore the resources on the page to give you some tips in preparation for your 
presentation.  There is a book with great tips and a slideshow with tips on using 
PowerPoint. 

3. Practice your presentation before you give it to the entire class.  Reserve the Practice 
Presentation Room, Room 157 in the library.  The room has a large table a projector, 
computer and whiteboard – everything you need to prepare and give a great 
presentation! 
 


