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General advice on searching: 

 Use “AND” to broaden your search:   Ex: organic AND farming 

 Think of synonyms and similar keywords, and connect them with “OR”:  Ex: farming OR agriculture 

 Add an asterisk (*) to the root of your words to truncate them and find all forms of that word: 

 Ex: farm* (this would search for farm, farms, farmers, farming, etc.) 

 Try different combinations of keywords. 

 Remember that research is a process, and you may have to try different combinations of keywords and 
different databases.  It can take awhile to find what you need! 

Recommended Research Guides and Resources: 

Psychology Research Guide:  http://guides.library.vcu.edu/psychology?hs=a 
 PsycINFO 

 Medline 
 CINAHL (Under the Articles tab) 

 Explore all the tabs and information on this guide, but check out the above resources first 
 
Occupational Therapy Research Guide:  http://guides.library.vcu.edu/ot?hs=a 
 Autism Data (Under the Mental Health tab) 
 Explore all the tabs and information on this guide, but be sure to explore the Autism Data database. 
 
Music:  http://guides.library.vcu.edu/content.php?pid=132740&sid=1138180 
 CAIRSS for Music (under the Articles tab).  Specifically covers music therapy 
 
ECSE 541: Infants and Young Children with Special Needs:  http://guides.library.vcu.edu/content.php?
pid=370846&sid=3056555 
 This guide is for a specific course, but is directly related to your topic.  The tabs most helpful to you will 

be Finding Articles, and Search Examples 
 

Contact me:  Liz Johns: emjohns@vcu.edu   Contact the library:  library@vcu.edu 

Topic:  What are the (behavioral) effects of music 

therapy on autistic children?  

Main ideas: 

 define autism 
 discuss idea of music therapy 

 behavior changes or alteration or growth 
 effect on brain 

 why music may have an affect 
 case studies and interviews 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords: 

 autism OR autistic 
 music therapy 

http://guides.library.vcu.edu/psychology?hs=a
http://guides.library.vcu.edu/ot?hs=a
http://guides.library.vcu.edu/content.php?pid=370846&sid=3056555
http://guides.library.vcu.edu/content.php?pid=370846&sid=3056555


Search Strategy 1—VCU Libraries, Advanced Search 

 In here you’ll find those personal accounts that can help supplement the scholarly, scientific material. 

 Go to the library homepage, and use the advanced search 

 In the first box, use the word autis* 
 In the second box, use “personal OR biograph* 

 Use the left sidebar to select “Books and Media”, Publication date, and genre: Biography. 
 

Search Strategy 2— PsycINFO 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional tips: 

 Use of the term “behavior” was unsuccessful 

 Use the “recommendations” link to find similar articles and books. 

 Limit your search to “Peer-reviewed journals” to get scholarly articles. 

 Try narrowing your search by date, if that is important to your topic. 

 Use the Research Guides to find databases and websites relevant to your topic: 

  http://guides.library.vcu.edu/home 

 Look at the bibliographies of the articles you’ve already found.  Ask a librarian to help you find those spe-
cific articles you might want to use. 

 If VCU doesn’t have a book or article you want, use Interlibrary Loan to get it—it’s a totally free service!   

http://guides.library.vcu.edu/home



